
WV Common Ground Partnership and Military Interstate 
Children’s Compact Commission (MIC3) State Council

Meeting
July 24, 2019



Welcome

Mr. Robert Mellace,
Mrs. Kelly Mordecki and Mrs. Stephanie Hayes

Coordinators
Phone: 304.558.7010 

E-mail: rmellace@k12.wv.us

2



Stakeholder Introductions

Please review and update your organization’s main point of contact 
information during introductions.
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Partners

Office of Governor Jim Justice

West Virginia Board of Education 

West Virginia Veterans Council

Army and Airforce



Summer Agenda
1. Military Interstate Children’s Compact Commission (MIC3)

• State Council Meeting - State Commissioner, Christopher Cmiel
• Compact description and provisions for qualifying military families
• Resources
• Updates
• Q&A

2. Common Ground Partnership
• Review of activities during the 2018-2019 school year
• Communications resources
• Planning discussion for the 2019-2020 school year

3. Partnering Organizations Presentations
• WVDE, Communities in Schools 
• Beckley MEPS, ASVAB and Career Exploration – Dan Miller



COL (Ret.) Chris Cmiel
State Compact Commissioner

Director of the West Virginia Military Authority 
West Virginia National Guard

E-mail: christopher.p.cmiel2.nfg@mail.mil
Phone: 304.561.6779
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mailto:christopher.p.cmiel2.nfg@mail.mil
http://www.mic3.net/west-virginia.html


The Military Interstate Children’s Compact was 
developed in 2006 and has been adopted by all 50 
states, the District of Columbia and the Department 
of Defense Education Activity. The Compact eases 
the educational challenges that military children 
encounter, and supports uniform treatment as they 
transfer between school districts. 

The Compact only applies to public schools.
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West Virginia’s Approach:
Proactive Communications with Educators and 

Military Families Statewide

Including…

• WV Common Ground Partnership Compact

• Annual State Superintendent’s update message

• Development of a brochure and guidance document 
for West Virginia

• WVDE MIC3 page on the Common Ground website



During FY 2019, there was 1 inquiry and 0 qualifying cases
• Requested information about an out-of-district enrollment (other than in the county 

they would be moving to), which is not a provision covered in the Compact

• Inquired about provisions for the transfer of credits which are not yet completed, which 
is also not covered in the Compact 

• In response, county-specific and MIC3 related information was provided about 
enrollment and out-of-state credit conversion

State Council members previously met on June 4, 2019

Since then, there have been 0 inquiries and 0 qualifying cases
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Year in Review 2018-2019
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Supporting the Success of All Students



Compact Signing Event
December 11, 2018
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1. Revised WVDE Common Ground Website
2. Created New Common Ground Logo
3. Improved Resources Links for Audiences

https://wvde.us/commonground

https://wvde.us/commonground


Speaker Series 
Enhanced 

• Recreated the system for submitting 
and receiving Speaker Series 
requests

• Provided an area to highlight 
Speaker Series visits (including 
partner videos)

• Includes guidance for schools and 
guest speakers about the nature of 
these visits and building 
collaboration within communities

Requests from 15 schools were answered 
during 2018-2019

If you require assistance accessing the 
requests log or prefer e-mail notifications, 
contact Robert Mellace at rmellace@k12.wv.us
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mailto:rmellace@k12.wv.us


Informational Handouts for Schools and Speakers
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Opportunities for Partners

• Requesting use of the Common Ground logo from the WVDE
• Adding partner videos or testimonials of school staff about Speaker 

Series visits to the website
• Collaborating with the West Virginia Department of Education to 

provide presentations about Common Ground
• Adding resources for students, school staff and military families to 

the website
• Sharing information with partners during quarterly meetings
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Group Discussion
5 - 10 Minutes

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC-ND

SchoolsMilitary
Kids

Topics

How are things going?

How can we improve this upcoming school 
year?

Do we need additional support or 
improvement in the following areas?

The communications plan, interactions 
with school leadership, guidance for 

interactions with students, supports for 
graduation and post-secondary 

opportunities, etc.

http://www.blogdopaulus.com/2012/05/administracao-e-solucao-de-conflitos.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/


Partner Presentations

• West Virginia Department of Education – Communities in Schools

• Beckley Military Entrance Processing Station -
ASVAB and Career Exploration

Dan Miller, Coordinator

Please let us know if you would like to present information to the group in 
our fall or winter online meetings.
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West Virginia Department of Education
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What is Communities In Schools (CIS)?
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• A proprietary community school model, CIS works inside school systems with district and school personnel, to 
forge community partnerships that bring resources into schools and help remove barriers to student learning.

• Communities In Schools supports all kids in a school; some receive more intensive supports than others 
based on needs.

• Results include outcomes such as improved attendance, academics, behavior, family engagement, promotion 
rates and graduation rates.    

• www.communityschools.org
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Closing Remarks
Robert Mellace

Coordinator
E-mail: rmellace@k12.wv.us

Kelly Mordecki
Coordinator

E-mail: kmordecki@k12.wv.us

Stephanie Hayes
Coordinator

E-mail: stephanie.hayes@k12.wv.us
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