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Microsoft Teams Meeting Information
Before we begin the meeting:

• If you are using a computer or cell phone application, please note that you 
may use the menu bar near the bottom of your screen to:
• Turn your camera on or off
• Mute and unmute your microphone

Camera and microphone turned off

Camera off and microphone on

On a telephone, *6 will mute or unmute your audio. Press *1 for a complete list of telephone options. 
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Welcome

Office of Educator Development and Support

Mr. Robert Mellace

Coordinator

Phone: 304.558.3119 

E-mail: rmellace@k12.wv.us
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Summer Agenda
1. Introduction 

• State Superintendent of Schools, Mr. W. Clayton Burch

2. Military Interstate Children’s Compact Commission (MIC3) State 
Council Meeting
• State Commissioner, Mr. Christopher Cmiel

3. Common Ground Partnership
• Review of the 2019-2020 school year

• Planning discussion for the 2020-2021 school year

4. Presentation
• Career Readiness WV Update, Mr. Frank Vitale



Introduction
State Superintendent of Schools

Mr. W. Clayton Burch

5



COL (Ret.) Christopher Cmiel

State Compact Commissioner

Director of the West Virginia Military Authority 

West Virginia National Guard

E-mail: christopher.p.cmiel2.nfg@mail.mil

Phone: 304.561.6779
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mailto:christopher.p.cmiel2.nfg@mail.mil
http://www.mic3.net/west-virginia.html


The Military Interstate Children’s Compact was developed 
in 2006 and has been adopted by all 50 states, the 
District of Columbia and the Department of Defense 
Education Activity. The Compact eases the educational 
challenges that military children encounter, and supports 
uniform treatment as they transfer between school 
districts. 

The Compact only applies to public schools.
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West Virginia’s Approach:
Proactive Communications with Educators and Military 

Families Statewide

Including…

• WV Common Ground Partnership Compact

• Annual State Superintendent’s update message

• Development of a brochure and guidance document 
for West Virginia

• WVDE MIC3 page on the Common Ground website



During FY 2020, there was 1 inquiry

Issue: A student moved from WY to WV with a high school level integrated science course 
completed, but high school equivalency was not identified on the transcript and the name 
of the course did not match Earth and Space Science, which was a required prerequisite in 
WV for the student to begin Biology I at the appropriate grade level.

• The parent contacted the WV State Compact Commissioner and the WVDE contacted 
the WV school district. A phone conference was facilitated to find resolutions.

• As a result of the conversation, the WV school district’s central office staff member 
analyzed the transcript further and contacted the WY school district to seek clarity.

Resolution: The student received course credit equivalent to Earth and Space Science at 
the high school level in WV, allowing enrollment in Biology I at the appropriate grade level.
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Year in Review 2019-2020
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Supporting the Success of All Students



Partners

Office of Governor Jim Justice

West Virginia Board of Education 

West Virginia Veterans Council

Army and Airforce



Topics

• Speaker Series Visits

• Participation in Career Readiness West Virginia

• Contact with Communities in Schools Site Coordinators

• Collaboration with ReClaimWV

• Troops to Teachers Program

• Boots to Bus Drivers Program
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Speaker Series Visits

• During 2018-2019 visit requests increased to a total of 16

• The number of visits requests was reduced to only 6 by COVID 19

• The capacity of military organizations to respond to Speaker Series requests 
may be impacted by COVID 19

• Focus on providing resources at https://wvde.us/commonground/

Note: Schools are not required to submit requests via our website and visits may continue 
beyond initial website requests.
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https://wvde.us/commonground/


Career Readiness West Virginia
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Forge Business Solutions: Frank Vitale

• Initiative designed to bring various stakeholders together 
and explore partnerships that will benefit students and the 
workforce

• Member organizations of the WV Common Ground 
Partnership attended and provided input

• Reports generated to inform County Superintendents about 
workplace needs and opportunities for students

Complete information about this initiative may be accessed at:
http://careerreadinesswv.com/

• Website includes a key stakeholder meetings calendar

http://careerreadinesswv.com/


Communities in Schools
WVDE Representative: Cynthia Sorsaia

• Program designed to prevent dropouts and support the physical, psychological, and social needs 
of students

• Provides for partnerships which bring resources into schools and help remove barriers to student 
learning

• Site Coordinators tailor services to the needs of individual students. Services may encompass 
academic help, provision of health care, counseling, transportation, donated goods, mentoring, 
afterschool programs, and much more.

• List of site coordinators provided to Common Ground Partners prior to Fall 2019 meeting

Complete information about this program may be accessed at:

https://wvde.us/cis/
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https://wvde.us/cis/


ReClaim West Virginia

WVDE Representative: Stephanie Hayes

• Initiative designed to advance the wellness and resilience of West Virginia students so they may 
become lifelong learners, productive citizens, and successful individuals

• The WV Common Ground Partnership and our speaker series is listed in the initiative’s resources 
and trainings

• Resources include age appropriate strategies for addressing several topics central to our guest 
speaker series (ex. substance abuse). See details in the Speaker Series section of 
https://wvde.us/commonground/.

Complete information about this initiative may be accessed at:

https://wvde.us/reclaimwv/
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https://wvde.us/commonground/
https://wvde.us/reclaimwv/
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WVDE Representative: Robert Mellace

Qualifying members may be eligible to receive: 
• Career counseling 
• Job placement assistance
• Financial assistance

Program eligibility and financial assistance for the program are solely determined and distributed 
by the National Troops to Teachers Office in Florida.

To learn more visit www.proudtoserveagain.com and www.teachwv.com or
Contact the Office of Educator Development and Support at 304.558.3119

The Troops to Teachers Program

http://www.proudtoserveagain.com/
http://www.teachwv.com/
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Contact the Office of School Facilities & School Transportation for complete details at 304.558.2711



Planning Discussion for 2020-2021

Discussion Topics:

• Limits to Speaker Series soldier availability

• Ways of adapting to reach students with our message online

• Ways to enhance collaboration with schools during COVID 19

• Expectations for resuming in-person school visits during 2021-2022

Note: The Common Ground Partnership Compact signing event is tentatively scheduled to take place at the 
end of the 2021 calendar year.
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Idea for Creating Speaker Series Topic Videos

22

If you are a West Virginia educator, please review the following list of Speaker Series topics:

Early Literacy: West Virginia Army National Guard Substance Abuse Prevention: US Naval Reserve Drop-out Prevention: US Army Reserve
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Bullying Prevention: US Marine Reserve US Flag Demonstration: Civil Air Patrol

To submit a request for having a military service member visit/interact with your school in the 
classroom or online as a guest speaker, please provide the following consent and complete the request 
form:

Type of Request:      In-Person Visit Online Visit
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Presentation
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Career Readiness West Virginia Update

Mr. Frank Vitale
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Closing Remarks

Office of Educator Development and Support
Mr. Robert Mellace

Coordinator
Phone: 304.558.3119

E-mail: rmellace@k12.wv.us

38


