
WV Council for the Interstate Compact on Educational Opportunity 
for Military Children

FY 2024 Meeting
Friday, January 12, 2024



Microsoft Teams Meeting Information
Before we begin the meeting:

• If you are using a computer or cell phone application, please note that you may use 
the menu bar near the bottom of your screen to:
• Turn your camera on or off

• Mute and unmute your microphone

Camera and microphone turned off

Camera off and microphone on

On a telephone, *6 will mute or unmute your audio. Press *1 for a complete list of telephone options. 
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Meeting Agenda
1. Welcome, Roll Call and Introductions

• Military Family Education Liaison, Mr. Robert Mellace

2. Approval of Agenda/Minutes and Remarks from the State Compact 
Commissioner
• Compact Commissioner, Mr. Phillip Cantrell

3. Remarks from the State Superintendent of Schools
• State Superintendent of Schools, Mrs. Michele Blatt

4. West Virginia Board of Education Career Readiness Goals

5. Military Interstate Children’s Compact Commission (MIC3) Overview

6. Common Ground Partnership Overview

7. Career Exploration for Students and Military Families

8. Roundtable Discussion on MIC3 and the Common Ground Partnership



Welcome

Office of Educator Preparation

Mr. Robert Mellace

Coordinator

Phone: 1-304-558-3119

E-mail: rmellace@k12.wv.us
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Roll Call and Introductions
State Council Members:

Compact Commissioner – Mr. Phillip Cantrell

State Superintendent of Schools – Mrs. Michele Blatt

County Superintendent of Schools – Cabell County Schools – Dr. Ryan Saxe 

Military Installation Representative - WVNG – CPT Brittany Watson

Executive Branch Representative – Cabinet Secretary, WVDVA – Mr. Edward Diaz

WV Senate Member – Mr. Ryan Weld

WV House of Delegates Member – Mr. Bill Anderson

Military Family Education Liaison – Mr. Robert Mellace

DOD Representative:

NRMA Regional School Liaison – Mr. Chris Hendrix
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Approval of Agenda/Minutes

Remarks
State Compact Commissioner

Mr. Phillip Cantrell

• Director West Virginia Mountaineer ChalleNGe Program 
• Intergovernmental and External Affairs Liaison
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Remarks
State Superintendent of 

Schools

Mrs. Michele Blatt

• 34th State Superintendent of Schools

• Appointed in June 2023

• Previously served as the following at the WVDE:
• Leadership Development Coordinator 
• Executive Director of the Office of School 

Improvement
• Chief Accountability Officer
• Assistant Superintendent for the Division of 

Support and Accountability
• Deputy State Superintendent
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West Virginia Board of Education Goals:
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Overview

Summary Information

National Annual Business Meeting Update

West Virginia Case Update
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http://www.mic3.net/west-virginia.html


The Military Interstate Children’s Compact was developed 
in 2006 and has been adopted by all 50 states, the 
District of Columbia and the Department of Defense 
Education Activity. The Compact eases the educational 
challenges that military children encounter, and supports 
uniform treatment as they transfer between school 
districts. 

The Compact only applies to public schools.
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Importance of MIC3 in WV

• Military children transition between 6-9 times during K-12.
• Soldiers experiencing deployments can focus on missions knowing 

provisions protect their families.
• The participation of every state in the Compact supports military 

readiness across the nation.
• Soldiers with families transitioning from other states into West 

Virginia receive reasonable accommodations provided by Compact.
• Soldiers from West Virginia transitioning into other states for the 

completion of their active-duty military orders are supported by 
other states participating in the Compact.

12Focuses on the unique needs of every child



West Virginia’s Approach:
Proactive Communications with Educators and                    

Military Families Statewide

Including -

• Annual State Superintendent’s update message

• Development of a brochure and guidance document 

for West Virginia

• WV Common Ground Partnership Activities
• WVDE MIC3 page on the Common Ground website

• Purple Star School Military Family Points of Contact receive MIC3 training 

• MIC3 professional development 



MIC3 Annual Business Meeting (ABM) 
Updates

• Revisited the need for technical corrections to existing MIC3 
Compact language (see handout)

• Procedural votes on bylaws and rules amendments, etc.
• Reviewed Department of Defense priorities 
• Discussed the possibility of saving funds by holding the annual 

business meeting every other year
• Highlighted best practices of West Virginia and other states
• Record keeping of cases and requests from the national office 

discussed
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Cases Reported to the State and Qualifying for Provisions of MIC3:

FY 2020 – 1

FY 2021 – 0

FY 2022 – 0 (1 inquiry reported, did not qualify)

FY 2023 – 0

FY 2024 – 0 (1 inquiry reported, did not seek qualification)
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Qualifying Inquiry – Occurring FY 2020

Issue: A student moved from WY to WV with a high school level integrated science course 
completed, but high school equivalency was not identified on the transcript and the name 
of the course did not match Earth and Space Science, which was a required prerequisite in 
WV for the student to begin Biology I at the appropriate grade level.

• The parent contacted the WV State Compact Commissioner and the WVDE contacted 
the WV school district. A phone conference was facilitated to find resolutions.

• As a result of the conversation, the WV school district’s central office staff member 
analyzed the transcript further and contacted the WY school district to seek clarity.

Resolution: The student received course credit equivalent to Earth and Space Science at 
the high school level in WV, allowing enrollment in Biology I at the appropriate grade level.
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Overview: Common Ground Partnership
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Notes: The Common Ground Partnership is not an activity of MIC3.
The WV Common Ground Partnership promotes awareness of MIC3.

Mission Established in 2011:
Supporting the Success of All Students

Supporting the West Virginia Board of Education’s Three E’s of Career Readiness:         
Employment, Education, and Enlistment
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20 Partnering Organizations:
• Office of the Governor
• West Virginia Board of Education
• West Virginia Department of 

Education
• WV Department of Veterans 

Assistance
• Military Recruiting Stations 

(Active/Reserve)
      from the Air Force, Army, Navy and
     Marines
• West Virginia Air and Army National 

Guard

 

• Military Entrance Processing 
Command Beckley

• West Virginia Wing – Civil Air Patrol
• West Virginia Congress of Parents 

and Teachers
• Prevent Suicide WV
• Military Officers Association of 

America for WV
• West Virginia American Legion
• West Virginia Veterans of Foreign 

Wars
• West Virginia Task Force Miner



Speaker Series

15 of 18 Educator Requests Met

Topics:

• Career exploration

• Promoting literacy

• Substance abuse prevention

• Bullying prevention

• Importance of staying in school and 
graduating

• American flag protocols

• Patriotic holidays or events

• Other

20



21Visit #CommonGroundWV to see examples of Purple Star Award activities.

https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/commongroundwv


Purple Star Award Programs Across America
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Source: Military Child Education Coalition at 
https://www.militarychild.org/purplestarschools 

https://www.militarychild.org/purplestarschools


Purple Star Award in West Virginia:
1st and 2nd Class Results

11 County Board 
Resolutions/Actions
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9 of 55 Counties are 
Purple Star Districts

198 of 637 Public 
Schools are Purple 

Star Schools

2 Mountaineer 
Challenge Academies 

are Purple Star 
Schools



16 County Board 
Resolutions/Actions
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14 of 55 Counties 
are Purple Star 

Districts

270 Schools are Purple 
Star Schools

(1st, 2nd and 3rd Class)

2 Mountaineer 
Challenge Academies 

are Purple Star 
Schools

Purple Star Award in West Virginia:
3rd Class Results
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Application Release on October 26, 2023 (Day of the Deployed)
Application Closes on April 26, 2024



MIC3 Professional Development –
Military Family Points of Contact

• The West Virginia Department of 
Education and Compact Commissioner 
collaborated with the Military Interstate 
Children’s Compact Commission (MIC3) 
to offer a free learning session for West 
Virginia educators covering the basics of 
MIC3.

• Over 50 educators registered for the 
training.

• A video of the training may be accessed: 
https://wvde.us/commonground/purple
staraward/
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Note: Review of this training with successful completion of a 
quiz is mandatory for receiving or renewing a Purple Star 
Award beginning with the 2022-2023 school year (3rd Class).

https://wvde.us/commonground/purplestaraward/
https://wvde.us/commonground/purplestaraward/
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Schools statewide 
participated in    

Purple Up Day and 
Spirit Week in 2023.

In 2023-2024 all 
schools seeking a 
Purple Star Award 

celebrate Purple Up 
Day annually.

Spirit Week will take place on April 15-19, 2024, and 
Purple Up Day will be recognized April 19, 2024.



Care Packages for West Virginia 
Elementary School Educators
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The West Virginia National Guard (WVNG) received more than 30 care package requests for West Virginia elementary 
school educators of military-connected children.

https://wvde.us/certification/military-partnerships-common-ground/educators/
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ASVAB Mentor Request System and Self-Help Resources
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Launched April 2023

Offers support for enhancing scores in the 
areas of English and Mathematics

Winter 2023 Added Tutor.com Informaton

Military 
Partners

228 Total Not Passing
32 Adults and 196 High School Students

51% Weakest in Math

Data provided by Director of Economic Development at WV National Guard 



Collaborating with WVDE/WVU STEAM Technical Assistance Center to 
explore enhancing communications about military-based STEM kit 
programs, available to West Virginia educators:
• Civil Air Patrol Aerospace Education Program

• Aviation, Space and Cyber kits for Middle School or High School
• Aerospace Connections in Education (ACE) kits for K-6

• Navy Talent Acquisition Group (NTAG) Pittsburgh
• SeaPerch kits

• WV National Guard
• Tetrix robotics kits
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Career Exploration for Students:
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Military-Based STEM Programs Brochure



West Virginia National Guard in Education
MCA and FLP
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Career Support for Military Families
Veteran Teacher Recruitment
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A Message for Retiring Veterans
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Common Ground Compact Signing Event
December 7, 2021
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Note: The Common Ground Compact document may be reviewed at 
https://wvde.us/commonground and is renewed every 3 years.  

Targeted Compact Re-Signing Event
November 2024

https://wvde.us/commonground


Roundtable Discussion:
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Closing Remarks

Compact Commissioner:
Mr. Phillip Cantrell

pcantrell07@gmail.com

Military Family Education Liaison:
Mr. Robert Mellace

rmellace@k12.wv.us or 1-304-558-3119
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mailto:pcantrell07@gmail.com
mailto:rmellace@k12.wv.us
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